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A preeminent sociologist of race explains a groundbreaking new framework for understanding racial

inequality, challenging both conservative and liberal dogma. In this timely and provocative

contribution to the American discourse on race, William Julius Wilson applies an exciting new

analytic framework to three politically fraught social problems: the persistence of the inner-city

ghetto, the plight of low-skilled black males, and the fragmentation of the African American family.

Though the discussion of racial inequality is typically ideologically polarized. Wilson dares to

consider both institutional and cultural factors as causes of the persistence of racial inequality. He

reaches the controversial conclusion that while structural and cultural forces are inextricably linked,

public policy can only change the racial status quo by reforming the institutions that reinforce it.
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In this short 155 page informative non-fiction academic novel, I feel I have been taken to a world

completely alien, despite growing up in a low income community myself. In truth, this world was

alien to me because I made it alien. As a young man, I witnessed firsthand and recognized at an

early age the self-destructive behavior amongst blacks within the black community. Not caring for

academic progression, the tendency for imprudent behavior leading to criminal behavior, and

women too often priding in their promiscuousness that always eventually lead to early pregnancy. I

saw all of these things and decided I would not fall into the trap that cycled throughout my



neighborhood. To do so, not only required physically removing myself from that environment (I

switched to a magnet high school my junior year), but it also required that I removed myself mentally

and emotionally, by claiming that these people were different from myself, in so much that they

intentionally not allow themselves to progress. Along with it went my empathy for the black person,

and replaced with ignorant opinion and naÃƒÂ¯ve reasons to why blacks were such seemingly

failures.This book has been a significantly eye-opening experience. It has allowed me to put the

cultural behavioral I have witnessed throughout my life into a categorical mental classification of

awareness within the larger intellectual genome of understanding. I know now that the current

situation of blacks have been very much influenced by racial policies that were both explicit, i.e. Jim

Crow, and implicit, i.e. reduction of federal financial support of areas of high black populations such

as the inner city.
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